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“ For the Lord shall comfort Zion: he will comfort all her waste places; and he | 
make her wilderness like Eden and her desert Vike the ere the Lord; joy Pm 


ah gladness. shall be found therein, thanksgiving and the v 
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w the very form of the Teraphim}humen image in the Teraphim wased 
which Rachel stole from her father | made in the belief that 
Laban, and which he called. his gods; | higher spirits would enter into.it, 
because the Ten Commandments were | impression appears to have prevaileds( 
not in existence at that time.to be en- 
graved on such objects, But when, in 
the time of the Judges, the citisen of 
Mount Ephraim furnished his bouse 
with the Teraphim, along. with an ; 

& graven image, and molten |and. directed men im the 


value of the Teraphim was.in 


of his house, it is highly probable 
is Teraphim was object 
68 ae stone, that, if we could see, 


similar to 


i 


é 
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Ree ronounce this stone a genuine | human being: this, is just what wet | 
Tera have on this stone. He says that 


that it revenled fature 
image, and was afterwards 80 iy Ite yoice was to be the guide, of the - 
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lenge, along with his.ephod, the graven Teraphim sent NeDRcRAGneiaaten 
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g to see human forms on the 
bright surface: secondly. he inquired 
of the Teraphim ; and thirdly, he in- 

ted the liver. He inquired of the 
eraphim whether he should take the 
right hand road to Jerusalem, or the 
left hand road to Rabbath Ammon. 
Remember what a powerful influence 
the Teraphim held in Ohaldea and 
Assyria, and how the ten tribes, especi- 
ally, were brought under the idolatrous 
uence of eastern divination, and it 
is easily explained how such a stone as 
this, clearly indicating a wonderful 
mixture of genuine Mosuic theology 
and heathen superstition, could come 
into existence among some of the twelve 
tribes and acquire an awful sacredness. 
This stone was never made to be a 
graven image hung on the wall that 
men might bow down to it. In sucha 
ition most of the inscription would 
against the wall and concealed by 
it, and any strap passed round the 
handle would have carried the image 
with the head tothe ground. If it was 
intended that the inscription should 
ever be read, it was intended that the 
stone be taken in the hand and turned 
over and round and round. Need any 
one hesitate to ee it a genuine 
Tersphim? The sculptured man is on 
it, and the name “ Moses” is over his 
head. Much larger than this must 
have been the Teraphim which the 
daughter of Saul placed in the bed of 
David, and which made the bed appear 
as if David was lying in it, but the 
smaller Teraphim may have been as 
sacred as any other. Moses stands 
here in the midst of the Ten Command- 
ments, those celestial vuracles which 
Moses received at Mount Sinai, and all 
the people heard them: they are on 
the arch over his head, and in front of 
him, and behind him, and spread all 
over the opposite part of the stone and 
on the two sides and at the ends. How 
could any literary surrounding be more 
awful? The arch over the head may 
signify heaven; and farther, I am not 
certain that that central mark in the 
arch isnot a star. The stone may have 
received its first honors in Palestine, 
more probably from the sons of 
Joseph than from the sons of Judah. 
If any tribe carried it with them into 
foreign lands and the sore afflictions of 
the captive state, it would gradually 


increase in sacredness and gather 
hearts of the tribe around ic. They 
would often mention Moses, and go 
over the history how he led them f 
years in the Wilderness, and they w 
express the wish that Moses were agai 
with them and leading them. If 
knew that they were carrying wi 
them the figure of Moses carved in 
stone, they would attribute to it an in. 
expressible sacredness, and often the 
wish would be uttered that they could 
hear one voice from him, and thus be 
assured that they were not utterly 
doomed to perish. If the report ever 
spread among them that the image did 
once speak, they would feel as if their 
success or ruin depended on the image. 
No voice was more needed by them 
than the voice of Moses; and as 
honor the ten great oracles of Sinai by 
writing them over and all round the 
figure of Moses, do they not deserve to 
receive a new oracle in their present 
need ? and whence can such an oracle 
come more appropriately than from the 
lips of their sculptured Moses, and the 
bosom of the engraved Decalogue? If 
they passed over the ocean and found 
the American continent, it was natural 
they should say that their Teraphim, 
in the name of Moses, had preserved _ 
them on the mighty deep. And as 
they wandered through America, their 
sculptured Moses or Teraphim may have 
been consulted at every change of their 
course. It may have continued in 
America, during many centuries, to be 
the guide and palladium of the tribe. 
But finally, under the evil influences of 
a homeless and uncivilized life, they 
may have lost all that they knew about 
Moses, and all their knowledge of the 
mysterious letters; they may have even 
lost their confidence in their ancient 
talisman, and finally buried it with the 
last one of their learned Levites or 
their greatest warrior. When they 
were carrying their greatest leader to 
his grave, they may have said, “ Let 
the Teraphim, which has led our tribe 
in this world for so many centuries, 
go with him to be his guide in the lané 
of spirits and shades.” 


pon a review of all the four relics, — 


there are some points which are 66- 


tablished beyond all question. First, — 


it is established beyond all question, — 
that in the most remote antiquity 
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figure was nothing more than a 
memorial of Moses, if the Tem. . 
ommandments were cut on the stone. 
to 
and preserve the knowledge of 


families came from Asia to the Ameri- : 
an continent. The for the in- 

of the human ily appears to 
ex me in some part of Asia, and 
fom that primitive home the race 
spread to all parts of the earth. It is 
stablished beyond all question, that 
Hebrews labored in'‘the construction 
of the immense mounds of this western 
sountry, and laid their bones beneath 
them. Here are Hebrew letters, and 
yords, and sentences, and law, brought 
out from the depths of these mounds. 
This is not that Syrian language which 
Rabshakeh was requested to speak at 
Jerusalem, but then the people on the 
vall would not have understood him, 
but it is that same Hebrew which he 
persevered in speaking with a loud 
wice, that all the people might hear, 
wd understand, and lose their courage. 


e them from becoming 
letters among the people, and instracé_ 
the scribes how to transcribe - 
the arrangement is s0 poor, 
many mistakes so , 

must conclude the sacred literat 


this, that the stone was a hi rized | 
talisman, or, more s old 
Teraphim, it is still the same upmis- 
takable evidence that the people were — 
fearfully sinking from that high pomi- — 
tion where they once stood. ; 
stone shows us God’s law with a dess- 
lating eclipse on it. When that sttme — 


These letters are not Syriac, or Arabic, 
or Egyptian, or Chinese. They are 
Hebrew, and Hebrews must have 
placed them where we findthem. If 
n0 other Hebrew inscription had been 
ound, except the one engraving of the 
Ten Commandments, in that colossal 
tone mound, we might conclude that 
wme solitary vagrant Hebrew had be- 
ome the supreme leader of a tribe of 
indians, and that when he died the 
indians houored his grave with a.holy 
scription in his own national tongue; 
but the fact must not be overlooked, 
that other Hebrew inscriptions have 
len found in other places, several 
ules distant. The sons of Jacob were 
valking on the soil of Ohio many 
nturies before the birth of Colum- 
bus. The ten thunders which uttered 
he Ten Commandments from the 
laming top of Mount Sinai, have 
truck on the colossal stone mound 
tear Newark, and they echo back from 
the quiet stones and bones in its depth. 
Both the beautiful letters which Earn 
wed, and the letters which preceded 
have come to light in these Indian 
vorks. Farther, the evidences are un- 
ustakable of a two-fold decline, a 
decline of religion and a decline of 
erature. If the carved Moses was a 
gure before which men should bow 
‘mselves in worship, it indicates 
at the people were given to idolatry, 
md their state was growing worse ; 
rif, on the other extreme, the chief 
ue of the stone was pedagogic, if the 


box was deposited in the fire clay, and - 
the personage was buried above, the _ 
sun of divine truth had already sunk | 
beneath the horizon, and only its lasé- 
rays were still visible on the lower 
edge of the western cloud, and the 
night of heathenism and barbari 
was already on the tribe. A fourth 
point, which must be marked as ee 
tablished beyond question, is that the 
builders of these mounds cherished a | 
high respect for their dead, and the 
hope of an existence after death. The 
forehead, with the letter Shin im 
scribed on it, meaning Shaddai, or 
Almighty, was left in the grave with 
the body, to be a witness of the man’s 
piety when all his bones should be 
ch into dust; it indicated that- 
that had been a praying Hebrew, that 
he was buried in the name of Al- 
mighty, that his grave was a holy 
house, and demons might not enter it. 
When the Indians deposited articles . 
with their dead, they did it with the 
idea that these articles might be useful 
to the dead in another life. In one 
of this continent the aborigines 
d a custom that, when their chief . 
was buried, many of his servants were | 
buried with him, on the suppositien 
that he might need them to wait om | 
ut, aroun is m 
of unquestionable points, there, 
is a very wide margin for conjectum, 
fancy, and in ion. First, come 
jecture may look towards the tribe && 


the people had already reached the. 

lowest stage of decline. If the truth 

lies between these two views, and is. 


772 


Reuben, which was settled east of the | 


_ Jordan, and was one of the first tribes 
to suffer from the Assyrians, and be 
swept into a foreign land. Did Reu- 
ben wander through Asia northward, 

into America at Behring’s Strait, 
and, after a bitter experience of Asia- 
tic oppression, seek a resting place in 
the Now World? Did this tribe bring 
with them to America the history of 


Moses and the Decalogue ? and, after | 


some years of vagrant life, did they 
have this stone prepared, to be an en- 
during monument, when they felt the 
danger that both Moses and the Deca- 
logue might become forgotten? Did 
they then preserve this stone, with all 
the sacredness of a shrine for many 
ages, until finally it seemed best that 
it should be buried with the last man 
in the tribe who could tell the names 
of its letters! Or, conjecture may 
look towards the tribe of Dan, which, 
at a very early period, preferred the 
society of the heathen to the heart of 
Palestine, and fixed its settlement in 
the north at the foot of Lebanon. 
Did the Danites preserve most sacredly 
the Teraphim which they took vio- 
lently from the house in Ephraim, 
along with the graven image, the 
molten image, and the ephod, and 
did they find all which the Teraphim 
told them concerning their journey 
and destiny to be true? Was that 
only the start of their wandering life ? 
Did they wander over many unfriendly 
countries and wide seas until they 
found America, and always have their 
Teraphim with them to direct their 
course? Was this stone their tribal 
talisman or revered Teraphim, for 
many ages in America, until finally it 
was buried with the last man of the 
tribe who could communicate with its 
spirit or cared for it? Or, conjecture 
may look towards Zebulun, whoshould 
have the abundance of the seas. Did 
some of this tribe sail for Tarshish, 
measure the length of the Mediter- 
ranean, through the strait, and 
go out into the Atlantic, there to 

mew ideas of the abundance of the 
seas? And when their ship was 
mounting up to the clouds, or plung- 
me down between the mountains.of 
water, and all nature was in one dark- 


— storm, was this stone 
in the ship, to assure them 
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that the storm would end. an 
would reach land? or that, : ra 
must down to the ocean’s bette 
it would go down with them, to be an 
imperishable witness at their watery 
grave, that they were men of God 
and < the gate of paradise to their 
souls? But let Joseph be mentioned 
as the representative—the front and 
chief of all the ten tribes. Their first 
king, Jeroboam, was of the tribe of 
Joseph, and Samaria belonged to the 
same tribe which we always find stand- 
ing as the pre-eminent tribe. The 
Patriarchs were astounded in Egypt 
when they heard the words, I am 
Joseph ; but vastly more wouderful it 
is if the voice that comes to us from 
the bones and buried rock in the depth 
of that stone mound of gray antiquity, 
a few miles from Newark, is really this, 
Iam Joseph. Does Judah still live! 
Does David still occupy a throne? Is 
it possible that Joseph is to be found 
here? It is most amazing, if the true 
voice in that rude receptacle of the 
ancient dead is, I am Joseph. The 
weight of many centuries of a dismal 
captivity was on me when [I laid my 
bones down here. We tried to 
in our memories the wonderful life of 
Moses, and we carried the Ten Com- 
mandments inscribed on a rock. We 
carried for ages our little sculptured 
Moses, and we hung over it and around 
it the ten blazing oracles of Sinai. We 
located heathenish divination even 
within the bosom of the Ten Com- 
mandments. We carried our talis 
manic rock or Teraphim until we lost 
confidence in it, or some disaster 
occurred to it, which deprived it of its 
magic power, anc then we laid it in 
e grave with our most honored dead, 
and with the burial of that stone the 
darkness of night was upon us, and 
the mighty waves of barbarism were 
rolling on us and becoming more 
stormy, until we went down. We did 
godown.—This stone marks the last 
moment before we went down; and 
when we buried this Teraphim, we 
had entirely forgotten how a Prophet 
in oemntiieth ad declared that the 
children of Israel should remain many 
days without Teraphim, as well # 
without a king, an without a prince, 
and. without a sucrifice, and without 
an image, and withvui an vphod, and 
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that after these many days they should 
return and seek the Lord their God 
snd David their king. Our wander- 
ings among enemies and through 
deserts, and over land and ocean, our 
wars and woes, never can be told: 
never! never! but the sum of all-the 
long experience of Joseph is this, that 
it is a most evil and bitter thing to 
depart from the God of Judah. 

I have purposely not touched the 
mbject of the relation between the 
American Indians and that ancient 
people who made these Hebrew in- 
«riptions, and built the mounds, as 
this would introduce the difficult quest- 
ion whether the Indians are not a se- 
parate yarbarous race, who rolled over 
the country in desolating waves, sweep- 
ing the earlier and better people before 
them. The faces carved on these 
stones are nut, in our judgment, Indian. 
But if the Indians did conquer an 
earlier Hebrew population, there is 
evidence that they learned from the 
Hebrews. The Indian name Manito, 
the name for the Great Spirit, the Su- 
reme Creator, the Master of life, may 

the Hebrew ‘‘mah attah,” ‘* Who 
art thou?” a phrase which the in- 


quiring, devout, and praying mind | 


would very naturally address to Him 
who is incomprehensible and supreme. 
The Indian name, ‘‘ malcha manito,” 
the name for the demon or evil spirit, 
may be the same as the angel of 
“manito,” or the Hebrew ‘ malach 
maveth,” ‘‘angel of death.” Sorcery 
was universal among the Indians, 
which fact is consistent with the idea 
that the stone carrying the Ten Com- 
mandments was an ancient Hebrew 
talisman. It is an interesting fact, 
that both the nation of Indians called 
Iroquois and the earliest Arabs of Asia, 
called the same constellation by the 
name of the ‘‘Great Bear,” while the 
constellation in no way resembles a 

arorany other animal. It is ap- 
propriate to add that Mendelssohn, 
when he comes to give his comment on 
that law which required the Hebrews 
to have frinzes, threads, knots, and a 
ribbon of blue attached to their gar- 
ment, finds an illustration of his sub- 
ject in those sacred boxes belonging to 
the original inhabitants of Peru, which 
contained threads, knots, ribbons, and 
different enlonrs, and by these the re- 


cord was accurately preserved of 
lives of their kings and the history ¢ 
their empire for ages. : 
The great and irretrievable wrong 
step of the ten tribes occurred at the . 
fountain-head of their separate exist- 
ence, when they declared that they had 
no portion in David, and cut them- 
selves off from David’s house, and the 
same pernicious sentiment manifests 
itself now in the question what. we 
have to do now with David’s son. It is 
a sentiment which is now taking deep. 
root among the more favoured tribeg, 
that the prediction of the prophet, 
after. the captivity, that in a future. 
day the feeble one of Israel should be 
as David, and the house of David 
should be as God, as the Aagel of the 
Lord before them, may now be laid - 
aside as one of the illusive pictures GF. 
patriotic hope, and that the Jews ang ~ 
the world can now advance and fulfil. 
their highest mission without any son 
of David. Sad feelings come over us, ’ 
as we meditate how that stone, en- 
graved with the Ten Commandments, 
was laid beneath the coffin, deep in the 
bottom of the tumulus, and how the 
last rays of sacred knowledge were then . 
leaving the tribe to the night of bar- 
barism; but there is a way in which 
the same thing can be done now, and 
the law of God be made just as dead 
and useless. If we take away from 
the Ten Commandments all those bril- 
liant surroundi of miracle which 
they had at Sinai, and pronounce ’all 
the great fire, smoke, cloud, and trum- 
pet-voice to be the only phenomena of 
nature; if we find the origin of the 
Decalogue in the enlightened states- 
manship of Moses, rather than in any 
Voice from was 
by all the people, and suspect 
oses shrewdly constructed a national 
God for the Hebrews, out of the mate- 
rials of the Egyptian system, and that, 
when he furmshed the water at Horeb, 
be knew where to strike the rock, 
where water was, without any mura- 
cle, and that the manna was only the 
waxy substance that drops from the 
tarfa shrab, and that when the com- 
pany of Korah were buried in the 
aoe it was the result of some con-- 
cealed contrivance of Moses ; but. be 
ascribed it to God, that he might hold 
the people in awe,—-if wo avow these 
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inciples, we are really divesting the 

n Commandments of all that celes- 
tial radiance which originally and na- 
turally surrounds them, and changing 
them into a lifeless, black, common 
stone ; and we may just as well forma 
funeral procession, and carry them in 
a cofiin before us, and let them down 
into a grave, and then, when they are 
covered up, speak the funeral oration 
over the dead and buried. 

M. R. M. 


P. 8. Since the foregoing article was 
written and finished, I have become 
able to answer a question which my 
friends often asked when they were 
examining the relics, but I could not 

ive the answer, namely :—Whether 
the little handle at the feet of the 
sculptured Moses, reaching from side 
to side of the stone, which was broken 
off, had been found broken off when 
the stone box was first opened, or 
whether it has since been broken off? 
I} have conversed with Dr. Nicol of 
Newark, who saw Mr. Wyrick strike 
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the stone box, and draw it out from 
its bed in the fire clay, and who saw it 
Ft He assures me that the han- 

e was found broken off when the bor 
was first opened, and that it must 
have been lying in the box broken off. 
before they touched the box. It is 
fortunate that this question is now set- 
tled. That fracture of the stone may 
have been the principal reason why it 
was buried. It may have been con- 
sidered as cancelling the sacredness of 
the stone, or destroying its magic vir- 
tue, and prohibiting its farther use, 
and consequently it was buried ; just as 
I have been informed by persons who 
have given their lives to the study of 
such subjects, that if a synagogue scroll 
becomes defaced or unfit from age to 
be read, it is buried with some Rabbi, 
and phylacteries, when they are worn 
out, are buried. If an idolator breaks 
a piece off from his idol, a Jew can 
then put the idol to some use, because 
the fracture has desecrated it. 


THIRTY-SIXTH SEMI-ANNUAL 


(Concluded from page 767.) 


Monday, 8th, 2 p.m. 


The Ogden choir sany an anthem. 
Prayer by Bishop David Evans. An- 
them by Tabernacle choir. 

Elder Edward L. Sloan presented 
the Authorities of the Church, who 
were unanimously sustained by the 
vete of Conference in the following 
order :— 

Brigham Young, President of the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints, Heber C. Kimball his first, 
and Daniel H. Wells his second Coun-- 
sellor. 

Orson Hyde, President of the Quo- 
rum of the Twelve Apostles, and Orson 
Pratt, sen., John Taylor, Wilford 
Woodruff, George A. Smith, Amasa 
M. Lyman, Ezra T. Benson, Charles 
C. Rich, Lorenzo Snow, Erastus Snow, 
Franklin D. Richards, and George Q. 
Cannon, members of said Quorum. _ 


won Smith, Patriarch of the 


Daniel Spencer, President of this 


CONFERENCE. 


Stake of Zion, and George B. Wallace, 
and Joseph W. Young, his Counsel- 
lors. 

William Eddington, John T. Caine, 
John L. Blythe, Howard O. Spencer, 
Claudius V. Spencer, John Squires, 
William H. Folsom, Emanuel M. Mur- 

hy, Thomas E. Jeremy, George W. 
Thatcher, Joseph F. Smith, Peter Ne- 
beker, members of the High Council. 

John Young, President of the High 
Priests’ Quorum, Edwin D. Woolley, 
and Samuel W. Richards, his Counsel- 
lors. 
Joseph Young, President of the First 
Seven Presidents of the Seventies, and 
Levi W. Hancock, Henry Herriman, 
Albert P. Rockwood, Horace S. El- 
dredge, Jacob Gates, and John Van 
Cott, members of the First Seven Pre- 
sidents of the Seventies. * 

Edward Hunter, Presiding Bishop ; 
Leonard W. Hardy and Jesse ©. Little, 
his Couasellors. 


Samuel G. Ladd, President of the 
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Priests’ Quorum ; William Carmichael 
and Robert Rice, his Counsellors. 

Adam Spiers, President of the Teach- 
ers’ Quorum ; Henry L Doremus and 
Martin Lenzi, his Counsellors. 

James Leach, President of the Dea- 
cons’ Quorum; Warren Hardie, his 
Counsellor. 

Brigham Young, Trustee in Trust 
for the Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints. 

Daniel H. Wells, Superintendent of 
Public Works ; John Sharp, his Assist- 
ant. 

William H. Folsom, Architect for 
the Church. 

Brigham Young, President of the 
Perpetual Emigration Fund to er 
the or Heber C. Kimball, Daniel 
H. Wells, and Edward Hunter, his 
Assistants and Agents for said Fund. 

George A. Smith, Historian and 
General Recorder, and Wilford Wood- 
ruff, his Assistant. 

President Joseph Young spoke in a 
fatherly manner on the importance of 
embodying in our lives the principles 
of the Gospel, and having the Spirit of 
God with us, so as to be prepared for 
every change and every emergency. 
He alluded to the labors of the early 
settlers, and to the fact that all the 
grain, fruits, and other products of 

e earth that are produced in this 
Territory, are the results of the labors 
of the “‘Mormons;” and asked why 
men should want to cut down the 
fruit trees, destroy our cities, and ex- 
terminate the very people by whose 
labors they obtain b to eat. He 

ke of his first visit to the Prophet 

0 ; bore testimony to the truth, 
and blessed all who desire to do right; 


inculcating charity and kindness 
all men, and urgi the Wider. 
ally the Seventies ovér whom he pre- 
sides, to be temperate in all things 
Elder Charles C. Goodman sang a 


song. 
Elder Levi W. Hancock bore. his 
testimony to the work of God, and to 
his confidence in the constituted Anu- 
thorities of the Church. | 4 
The Ogden choir sang. Elders Jehu 
D. T. McAllister, Henry O. Fowler 
and Samuel L. Adams, sang several 
songs. The Tabernacle choir finished 
ident John Young e 
his strong faith in the work of 
and said if any person wanted to 
out those who were ized of the 
Lord with power to build up his king- 
dom, they could find them in the men 
who were hunted by the ta of the 
adversary, and hated with the most 
intense bitterness for the truth’s aake. 
This was the case with Joseph and 
Hyrum, and others of the Priesthood, 
who have e behind the i 
they were in the flesh ; and it has been 
the case with brother Brigham, brother 
Heber, brother Daniel, and these who 
stand by them all the time, and with 
all the Saints of God. He testified 
that the work of God would endure 
forever and continually increase ; bles- 
sed the people in the name of Jesus 
of his Pries 
and dismissed the congregation, 
journing the Conference until the 6th 
of April, 1867, at 10 a.m. prt See 
Epwarp L. Suean, 
Clerk of Conference... 


| 


¥& DISCOVERY OF AN AMERICAN MASTODON. 


A New York paper states that on the 
8th of November, workmen excavating 
affoundation for a mill at the manu- 
facturing village of Cohoes, near Troy, 
found the remains of a complete skele- 
ton of a huge mastodon 83 feet below 
the surface, and about 100 feet from 
the Mohawk River. . It is believed 
that the framo can be made quite per- 


+ 


fect. The remains were car ; 
gathered together, cleaned, and oiled; 
and it was expec that Professor 
Agassiz would arrive to in 
The jaw is 4 feet 9 inches in k 

from the mouth to the cranium, to 
which a portion of the backboné’ and 
jaw are still connected. The cratium 
rises very much like that of an ele 


vail, while. 
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hant. The two tusks each measure 

feet in length, and their true position 
is well marked on the upper jaw. The 
hip bone is 5 feet long, and weighs 
100 lbs., while the shoulder blades 
measure 10 feet 9 inches, and weigh 
about 50 lbs. each. The under jaw, 
found some weeks since, precisely fits 
the upper jaw now exhumed, and the 
ribs are found to be 44 feet in length. 
The measurements show that the ani- 
mal must have stood at least 15 feet in 
height, and have been a little upwards 
of 20 feet in length, independent of the 


in length. Professor Marsh, of the 
Yale College Scientific School, gives it 
as his opinion that the remains dis- 
covered are those of a great North 
American mastodon, comparing in all 
its parts fully with the description of 
the animal given in the scientific 
works as follows :—The animal hag the 
skull of the ele- 
ant, with large tusks in the u 
os and heavy form. From the oo 
acter of the nasal bones and the short- 
ness of the head and neck, it has been 
concluded it had a trunk.” 


tusks, already stated to be each 8 feet 


THE LATTPEP-PAY SAINTS MILLENNEAL STAR. 
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SATURDAY, DECEMBER 8, 1866. 


- THE MASTODON OF THE BOOK OF ETHER. 


Tue Book of Ether is a condensed Sacred History of the great nation of the 
Jaredites, who colonized North America from the Tower of Babel ; and after 
dwelling therein about sixteen centuries were destroyed. The name of their 
last Prophet was Ether, who wrote his book about six centuries before Christ 
upon TWENTY-FOUR PLATES OF GOLD. Moroni, who was the last Pro 
phet of the Nephites, abridged the Jaredite History. Moroni’s abridgement 
was written, in the beginning of the fifth century of the Christian era, after 
the destruction of the Nephites, and was compiled as the Book of Ether, 
among other Sacred Books, in the collection of the Prophet Mormon. 

The Jaredites, after being 344 days upon the water, landed upon the western 
coast of North America. In the days of Omer, who was a descendant of the 
fourth generation from Jared, a branch of the Jaredites founded a colony upod 
the sea-shore, east from the State of New York.. Moroni gives a description of 
their journey, and of the locality of the colony, as follows :— : 

** And the Lord warned Omer in a dream that he should depart out of the 
land ; wherefore Omer departed out of the land, with his family, and travelled 
many days, and came over by the place where the Nephites were destroyed, 
and from thence eastward, and came to a place which was called Ablom, by the 


sea-shore, and there he pitched his tent, and also his sons and his daughters, 
and all his houscheld.” = /See Book of Mormon, p. 532.) 


SACRED MRTALIC PLATES. 


In the days of Emer, the son of Omer, we have a description of their grams 
prosperity, and, among other things, of their domesticated animals. We ox 
tract the féliowing : 

“And the Lord began again to take the curse from off the land, plat ye 
house of Emer did prosper exceedingly under the reign of Emer; and: inethe: 
space of sixty and two years they had become exceeding strong, insomuch that. 
they became exceeding rich, having all manner of fruit, and of grain, and of 
silks, and of fine linen, and of gold, and of silver, and of precious things, and 
also all manner of cattle, of oxen, and cows, and of sheep, and of swine; andiak 
goats, and also many other kind of animals which were usefal for the food of 
man; and they also had horses, and asses, and there were ELEPHANTS, anid 
CURELOMS, and OUMOMS ; all of which were useful unto man, and more 
especially, the Elephants, and Cunsdeeits and Cumoms.” (p. 533.) 

When the Nephites came from Jerusalem, they gave us no account of finding 
these huge animals upon the continent, although they found an abundance of 
the other animals above referred to. We may, therefore, reasonably conclude 
that the three last named perished with the Jaredite nation. But it is remark- 
ably strange that the bones of these animals should resist decomposition for the 
immense period of three or four thousand years. The mind also naturally in- 
quires, How came the bones of this Curelom or Cumom to be 83 feet below the 
surface of the earth ? Were its deep coverings the result of, the. 3000; years” 
accumulations of the debris or washings of'the Mohawk river? Or was the 
skeleton suddenly engulphed during the tremendous convulsions of the ad 
World, at the time of the crucifixion? (See Book of Mormon, p. 450.) . Pro- 
fessor hous. by an inspection of the locality, will no doubt be able to throw 


much light upon these questions. The Omerites who inhabited all that regu 


of country, nearly four thousand years ago, would have been filled with the 
wildest astonishment, had they foreseen, the intense curiosity and peouliar 
care, which the New Yorkers are now bestowing upon the bones of one of thai 
domestic animals. 

0. Printh | 


APPOINTMENT. fBider Joseph Lawson is released from laboring in the 
Isle of Man, and is appointed to preach in the Welsh District, under the 
direction of President Abel Evans. age 


J SACRED METALJO PLATES. 


BY O, PRATT. 


(Continued page 764.) 


Let us next inquire, how the Ne- | own memories? They inform us, ‘hile 
rary: preserved the? knowledge of the | they carried a gy with oem en- 
ewish Scriptures? Did they carry a = on gw ates. . 
copy with them from Jerusalem? Or | described phi, as 
were ther merely dependent upon their| ‘‘My father Lehi took the records 
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which were engraven upon the Plates 
of Brass, and he did search them from 
the beginning. And he beheld, that 
they did contain the five books of 
Moses, which gave an account of the 
creation of the world, and also of Adam 
and Eve, who were our first nts ; 
and also a record of the Jews from the 
beginning, even down to the com- 
mencement of the reign of Zedekiah, 
king of Judah ; and also the prophe- 
cies of the holy prophets, from the 
beginning, even down to the com- 
mencement of the reign of Zedekiah, 
and also many prophecies which have 
been spoken by the mouth of Jere- 
miah. 


And it came to pass that my father 
Lehi also found upon the Plates of 
Brass, a ey of his fathers ; 
wherefore he knew that he was a des- 
cendant of Joseph; yea, even that 
Joseph who was the son of Jacob, who 
was sold into Egypt, and who was pre- 
served by the hand of the Lord, that 
he might preserve his father J acob, 
and all his household from perishing 
with er: (Book of Mormon 

10. 

*“* And now when my father saw all 
these things, he was filled with the 
Spirit, and began to prophesy concern- 
ing his seed; that these Plates of 
Brass should go forth unto all nations, 
kindreds, tongues, and people who 
were of his seed. Wherefore he said, 
that these Plates of Brass should never 
perish ; neither should they be dim- 
med any more by time.” (page 11.) 

These Brass Plates, before they came 
into the possession of Lehi, were kept 
by one of the Elders of Israel, who 
was a descendant of Joseph, and had 
been handed down from his fore- 
fathers ; hence the writing upon them 
must have been very ancient. It is 
very probable that this copy of the 
Scriptures is the oldest one in exist- 
ence: it contains many sacred pro- 
ae such as the prophecies of 

acob, of Joseph in Egypt, the pro- 
phecies of Zenock, of Zenos, dc., d&c., 
which are unknown in modern com- 
pilations. Being written in the Egypt- 
ian language, and undoubtedly in the 
eyptian characters also, it will prove 
invaluable as a grand key for decipher- 
img the Hieratic inscriptions of the 
ancient catecombs of that renowned 
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country. During the many centur 
that Israel in Egypi, 
doubt, adopted the languaye of that 
nation, and at the same time reserved 
as far as ible, that of their fathers 
er the Hebrew. The learning of 
Eeypt, their language, their alphabetic 
or phonetic characters, together with 
their arts and sciences, formed, without 
doubt, a part of the course of educa- 
tion among Israel, from generation te 
generation, and especially among that 
branch of them, called the eng 
hence the Prophet Nephi says :— 

**IT make a record in the 
of my father, which consists of the 
learning of the Jews, and the language 
of the Egyptians.” Again he says, 
**IT was taught somewhat in all the 
learning of my father.” (page 1.) 

Four hundred and seventy-six years, 
after the Nephites left Jerusalem, king 
Benjamin gives some instruction to 
his sons, concerning the Brass Plates, 
as follows :— 

** Were it not for these Plates, which 
contain these records, and these com- 
mandments, we must have suffered in 
ignorance, even at this present time, 
not knowing the mysteries of God; 
for it were not possible that our father 
Lehi could have remembered all these 
things, to have taught them to his 
children. except it were for the help 
of these Plates: for he ee been 
taught in the language of the Egypt- 
ians, therefore he could read these en- 
gravings, and teach them to his child- 
ren, that thereby they could teach 
them to their children, and so fulfil- 
ling the commandments of God, even 
down to this present time. (page 143.) 

Thus we learn that Lehi was “‘taught 
in the language of the Egyptians, 
from which we may infer that it was 4 
language, the acquirement of which 
was considered important to 4a g 
Jewish education. 

These Brass Plates have been pre- 
served, and will, in a few years, 
reveale? for the benefit of all nations. 
The Prophet Alma, seventy-three 
years before Christ, writes thus :-— 

** Tt bas been — by our fa- 
thers, that they (the Brass Plates 
should be kept, and handed down 
from one generation to another, 


be kept and preserved by the hand of 
the Lord, uutil they shouid gof 


unto every nation, kindred, tongue, 
and people, that they shall know of 
the mysteries contained thereon. And 
now behold, if they are kept, they 
must retain their brightness; yea, 
and they will retain their brightness ; 
and also shall all the Plates which 
do contain that which is holy writ.” 
311.) 

As the pot of manna was preserved 
in its freshness and purity for genera- 
tions, so the Lord has promised to 
preserve all the sacred writings, en- 
graved upon Plates, among the Neph- 
ites, and not suffer the metal to 
come dimmed or oxydated to the end 
of time. A very great number of 


_ sacred Records were kept upon metal- 


ic Plates by the American Israelites, 
both in Hebrew and Egyptian. But, 
like all other languages and alphabets, 
they became, during the thousand 


down, altered and changed from the 
original Hebrew and Egyptian. The 
Prophet Moroni, after the destruction 
of the Nephites, near the close of the 
fourth century after Christ, in speak- 
ing of the Gold Plates on which he was 
about finishing the history and revela- 
tions which he had been commanded 
to write, preparatory to their being 
hid up, writes as follows :— 

‘* And now behold, we have written 
this record, according to our know- 
ledge in the characters which are 
called among us the reformed Egypt- 
lan, being handed down, and altered 
by us, according to our manner of 
speech. And if our Plates had been 
sifficiently large, we should have 
written in Hebrew ; but the Hebrew 
hath been altered by us also; and if 
we conld have written in Hebrew, be- 
hold, ye would have bad no imper- 
fection in our record. But the Lord 
knoweth the things which we have 
written, and also that none other peo- 
pie knoweth our language, therefore 

e hath prepared means for the inter- 


. pretation thereof.” (page 515.) 


s- With all the advantages of printed 
characters and books, yet it has been 
impossible for the learned nations to 
preserve their languages, even for the 
short space of 400 years, from great 
changes or mutations. As evidence of 
this statement, compare the English 
printed works of the fifteenth century 
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former can scarcely be understood. 
How great, then, must be the di 
between manuscripts written (mot 
at long intervals of five hun- 
or one thousand years! Besides 
the — changes, introduced by 
age, languages, or alphabets more’ es- 
pecially, may be purposely remodeled, 
with the aim of obtaining somethi 
more suitable or perfect. This seem 
to have been the case withthe He 
and tian in America. The 


the tian. But as the translation, 
in the latter times, was to be given 
from on high, through the means pre- 

of God, it was certain that sugh 


inspired translation would be pertos’, 
and correspond with the senti- 


ment, intended to be conveyed in the 
years in which the history was handed | origi : 


e have the testimony of many 
popular and learned antiquarians, that 
engrave many of their sacred writings, 
upon metalic Plates, and that many 
leaves of such Plates were united to- 
gether in the form of Books by 
passing through near the edge or 


of each ; and that rods or pair | 
rved 


ning threugh the ri served 
purpose of a handle, for the conyeni- 
ence of ing. (See Smith’s Dic- 
tionary uf the Bible, page 1801; alse 
many works on Biblical Antiquities, 
These were also the general form 4 
the American Israelites’ metalic Boo 
Future rations on the New. W 
will be blessed with a large library of 
wondrous history of nations, 
and tongues, upon that holy land, 
from the most remote ages of antiqoity. 
By reference to the article on th 
Sacred Stones, found in the Okie 
meunds, published in the last No. of 
the Srar, it will be perceived that the 
Hebrew writing, on the stone head 
a buman figure, is translated by learm 
Hebraists, thus :— 
‘“May tHe HAVE MEROY 
(HIM) ME, a 
“ NEPHEL” seems to have been 
name of the nation, to which the i 
vidual, buried in the mound, re 
Is not “‘NEPHEL” the national ame 
of the descendants of the Prophet 


with those of the present period. . The 


rew method of a 
considered more perfect than that of 
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NEPHI? The extracts from the Book 
Of Mormon, published in a former 
Part of this article, show that the 
le of ‘‘ NEPHEL” or ‘‘ NEPHITES” 
welt in the country of the mounds, 
from fifty years before Christ, till 
three hundred and eighty-four years 
after Christ. It is not, therefore, un- 
reasonable to suppose, that the ilius- 
trious dead should have some token 
or pious sentiment, in the sacred Heb- 
rew character, interred with them: 
indeed, it is the Indian custom, even 
to this day, to deposit with their dead, 
many implements or articles, as tokens 
of respect for their departed ones. 
What more religious sentiment, or 
pious ejaculation, could have been 
chosen, than the one inscribed upon 
this stone? What could have been 
more respectful to his ancestors, than 
this inscription in the sacred Hebrew, 
commemorating the national name 
NEPHEL—the descendants of their 
at leader and Prophet Nephi, who 
their fathers out of the land 
of Jerusalem, and delivered them 
from the cruelties of the Babylonish 
captivity! The very name NEPHEL, 
or as rendered in English NEPHITE, 
was a tower of strength to all his 
righteous descendants. 

We shall now show the great proba- 
bility, that the learned translator is 
mistaken in assuming the last letter in 
the word, which he calls NEPHEL, to 
be lamedh orl. He admits that some 
of the Hebrew inscriptions, found near 
Newark, exhibit the ‘‘ Assyrian char- 
acter,” being beautifully made.” By 
reference to F. Ballhorn’s compilation 
of ancient and modern alphabets, 
(Triibner & Co., London,) it is per- 
ceived that the alphabets of the ancient 
Hebrews, Pheenicians, Numidians, 
Syrians, and many other nations, 
closely resemble each other in many 
of their characters. For instanee, on 
page 18, the Syriac Tau or t (marked 
148,) is almost identical with the early 
Hebrew Lamedh or /, on page 8. The 
resemblance is so great, that the / 
might easily be mistaken for the t. 
May not this ancient Syrian form be 
the real Hebrew Tav ort? If so, the 
Hebrew word from the American 
mound would be NEPHITE, instead 


of NEPHEL ; and the sentence would 
then be rendered. 
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om 
that this Hebrew sextence was taxem 


‘“‘May the Lord have mercy upon 
me a NEPHITE.” 

But let it be remembered that there 
are two great branches of the Abra- 
hamic or Hebrew family, vawmely, 
Israelites and Ismaelites, or Arabians, 
It is reasonable to suppose, that the 
most ancient alphabetical characters 
of the two branches, would have a 
near resemblance to each other in the 
form of some of the letters. Accord- 
ingly we find that the lamedh, or J, in 
the old Kufic alphabet of the Islmael- 
ites, is precisely of the same shape as 
the lamedh on one of the Sacred Stunes; 
and what is still more remarkable, the 
Kufic tau or ¢ is precisely the same 
shape, though not quite so large, as 
the Kufic lamedh. The t, being of the 
same form as the /, might easily be 
mistaken for /. (For the Kufic alpha- 
bet, see page 9,. Balliorn’s compila- 
tion.) Here then we bave the strong- 
est kind of evidence, that the word 
erroneously rendered NEPHEL should 
be NEPHITE. But if any learned 
Hebraist should maintain that the 
word was merely the name of the per- 
son buried, and not a national nam 
then we would refer them to the 
Kufic yodh, in English called i, and 
they will at once perceive that the 
Kufic lamedh, tav, and yodh, are ex- 
actly of the same shape, and that each 
are precisely like the American Heb- 
rew lamedh; hence, we are at liberty 
to translate it in three ways, ——~ 
Nephil, Nephit, Nephi: nun, pe, an 
yodh would be Nephi, the same a 
lamedh, vav, and yodh are rendered 
Levi. Thus we sbould have 


‘‘ Yerachamehu Adonai” Nephi. 


‘* May the Lord hare mercy on (him) 
me,” Nephi. 

This would indicate that some illus- 
trious descendant of the Prophet Ne- 

hi had inherited the sacred name of 
bis venerable ancestor, and was buried 
with thismemorable token. _ 

It should also be borne in mind that 
the vowel, short 8 is an arbitary sub- 
stitution of the translator; 4 short or 
a long i, (called in the pointing of mod- 
ern Hebrew, Chireg) could have been 
substituted before the last letter with 
equal propriety. 

"Let "is "be “listinotly remembered, 
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from the bottom of an ancient mound, 
thirty-five years after the Book of 
Mormon, (which is a history of the 
NEPHITE nation,) wasin print. The 
opponents of this book have, therefore, 


| Bible of the Nephites. 


discovered and an ancient 
Hebrew inscription, inadvertently 
firming in a most remarkable 
the divine authenticity of the are 


MINUTES OF A CONFERENCE 
HELD AT 10, KING STREET, QUBEN SQUARE, BRISTOL, OcTOBER 6, 1866, .... 


Present — Elders John W. Young, | 
from the Liverpool Office ; N. H. Felt, 
President of the London District ; 
James Ure, President of the Chelten- 
ham District; W. A. McMaster, Pre- 
sident of the Bristol Conference ; 
Moses Thatcher, President of the Chel- 
tenham Conference; Edwin Frost, 
President of the Hereford Conference, 
and E:viward Petty, Travelling Elder 
in the Bristol Conference. 

Meeting opened in the usual man- 
ner. The President of the Conference 
presented the business before them, 
and hoped that all present might real- 
ize the holy Spirit assistingthem. El- 
ders Richard Rawle and Simon Irwin 
were appointed clerks 

The day was spent in transacting 
the business of the Conference, which, 
on account of the distant location of 
some of the Branches, and scattered 
condition of some of their members, 
required special consideration, and the 
appointment of Elders to visit and 
labor among them. 

Elder William Chappel was — 
ed to labor in the South Molten, - 
stable, and Eastdown Branches, and 
have charge of the same. Ider 
Charles Barritt to take charge of, and 
labor in the Taunton district. Elder 
Simon Irwin to labor in Wington, Ban- 
well, Nailsea, and vicinity. Elders 
Joseph Sharp, William Lond, and 
John Davey, to labor in Bristol, Bath, 
ané reyions: round about. Elder — 
Ellis to labor in Steeple-Ashton, Great 
Cltiveral, East and West Lavington, 
Eaaterton, Divises, Chalcott, Calne, 
Chippenham, Melksham, Trowbridge 
and Chalford. Elder James Danf 
to'take charge of Upton Noble, Win- 


canton, North Chariton and ‘vicinity, 


and labor therein, assisted 


by Eld 
James Rawlings. 


Report was read and; 
accepted. 
President McMaster gave much auif. - 
able instruction to the Elders, direot. 
ing their labors among the people tow 
the best advantage for the work, And. 
as would render them most approved: 
in their ministry, and improve them. 
most by their labor and experience, _ 
Benediction by Elder Thatoher, 
Adjourned till 10.30 a.m., to-morrow, -. 


Sunday, 10.30 a.m, 
After singing, and prayer by Elder, = 
J. W. Young, oat 
President McMaster congratulated. 
the Saints upon having so many of the. 
Elders from Zion present with them, . 
some who had been reared im the. 
Church, sons of the Prophets, whose. 
fathers had endured the burthen and. 
heat of the day, Stated the objeot.of 
their coming was to benefit the people, , 
and it was intended to so organigg | 
affairs of the Conference, that the 
honest in. heart might be found out, 
and be bleased with the ;Gospel, evam 
all within its jurisdiction, 
The transaction of business wae 


abbreviated by reading the minutes ¢ 
preceedings, which were 
t 


der Thatcher felt it a bless 
assemble with Saints to worship. 
that Limited was hie 
e conndcence 
the Lord would ‘sustain him, and al 


who would keep their covenants 


do his will He attributed the ims 
difference and lukewarmness.of 
of the Saints among whom he inmate 
led, to their own neglect of dalla 
duties, and @ proper course of. ai 
assuring taem that God was 


to bless the faithfal here, as im. 
was as ready to do,so now, 
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when they first rendered obedience, 

and greatly encouraged the Saints to 

seek for and live in the light of the 

holy Spirit, that then they would not 

be enbettem, but would eventually be 
thered home. 

Elder J. W. Young rejoiced in his 
privileges among the people of God. 
Approved the remarks of Elder That- 
cher, being assured they were prompt- 
ings of the holy Spirit. Because he 
had been reared among the Church in 
Zion, his experience was therefore 
different from that of those who had 
received the Gospel in these lands. 
Said the truly wonderful advancement 
and improvement of the Saints in 
Zion, was not attained by the dullness 
and slothfulness which he too often 
observed in these countries, but by 
the most diligent perseverance and 
untiring industry ; that it was neces- 
sary for the Saints here to awake to 
their utmost diligence, and make ex- 
ertions corresponding to those made 
for them from America, or many of 
them never would be gathered. Ex- 
horted the Saints, for the sake of their 
children, to arise up and gather with- 
out delay, also that they sanctify their 
homes by the prayer of faith, by teach- 
ing their families the principles of life 
and salvation, and walking together 
as the children of God, and invoked 
his blessing — their efforts. 

Singing. nediction by Elder N. 
H. Felt. 


2 p.m. 

Singing, and prayer by Elder Ed- 
win Frost. 

Elder W. A. McMaster presented 
the various Authorities of the Church, 
at home and abroad, which were ac- 
cepted by vote of the Conference, and 
requested most earnest attention to the 
remarks that might be made. 

Elder Edwin Frost, in addition to 
the common joy of meeting in Con- 
ference with the Saints, felt special 
pleasure in the society of Elders pre- 
sent with whom he had been early ac- 
quainted in another land.  Testified 
of the truth and power of the work of 
God in which we are engaged, and the 
increased responsibility thereby in- 
volved upon us; also, how much 
greater is the force of example than of 
precept upen the minds of all, and of 


‘a8 exists in this conntry, 
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how little worth fis precept without 
corresponding example. Exhorted 
the Saints to faithfulness in keepi 

covenant with God and each other. 

Elder James Ure felt that it was 
_ to meet with Saints here who 

ave been identified with the Church 
a long time, some twenty years or 
more, and had received much instruc- 
tion ; inquired how far they had been 
benefitted by it. Of the importance 
of gathering, quoted the sayings of 
Jeremiah to Israel in a strange land, 
that ae should not marry neither 
bearchildren ; if they did, it would 
be for the sword, pestilence, and fa- 
mine to destroy; so if the young 
Saints marry in Babylon, they rear 
up their children to scenes of misery, 
poverty, licentiousness, and pestilence, 
and if thereby delayed in gathering, 
perhaps to famine and the sword, or 
other promised judgments. Deemed 
it more advisable that they gather to 
Zion first, and there learn the im- 
portance of the marriage relation, then 
they would bring up their children in 
the fear of God without sin unto sal- 
vation. Instructed them to avoid all 
jarring and strife in their families, be 
constant and fervent in prayer, that 
the way might be opened for their 
gathering, and make their homes 
foundations of their happiness and 
heaven. 

Elder Edward Petty said, as long as 
he had lived with the Saints in Zion, 
he never saw such misery and poverty 

since 
he landed in Liverpool last July. 
When I beheld the wretchedness and 
want, the degradation and crime, that 
everywhere met my eyes in this land, 
I cried, O, my mountain home! He 
exhorted the Saints to arouse with 
their utmost diligence and strive to 
get away, and God would help all who 
id so to an opportunity for gathering. 
Ordination and confirmations were 
then administered. 
After singing, benediction by Elder 
James Ure. 
6 p.m. 

Meeting opened by singing, : and 
prayer by Elder Petty. 
Ider J. W. Young testified there 
was much of the Spirit of God present 


with us; great privileges were extended 


the 
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Er 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 
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tous by our heavenly Father, in per- 
mitting the expression of our deter- 
minations to uphold and sustain the 
ervants of God. If we do as we cov- 
mant, He will bless us. There are 
many who come into the Church who 
are not honest at heart, and such fall 
ot by the way. Some who were 
honest, for lack of understanding 
_ go astray, and be cut off, but 
mch would repent and turn to the 
Lord, and he would forgive and bless 
them. Urged the Saints to pay their 
Tithing, donations to the Perpetual 
Emigration Fund, and Emigration De- 


ts. 

"Elder N. H. Felt desired to speak 
by the wisdom of the holy Spirit. [If 
there were any present who had itch- 
ing ears, he would say to such, repent 
and be baptized for the remission of 
on sins, that yon may receive the 

oly Ghost, and understand with us 


RETURNED. 


| dispe 


showing that the world 
the same hatred of the truth now that. ~ 


it did then ; that although the 
net, now as then, gathers of all ki G 
and bad, the good will abide, _ 


‘ 
Fe 
788. 


while the wicked will, in one way or’ 
another by the providence of God, be« 
cast out and go to their own place. 
Corrupt minded persons are permitted 
to come among the Saints, that they 
may draw away those who, like them- 
selves, are unworthy of the truth, 


holding it in un 
rience of the 


hteousness. The ex- 
Saints tests all, and 


nds out who are for God and his 

Me om, one who are for the world. . 
ith much good instruction, urged 

the Saints to pay their Tithing, and 


devise, as fast as possible, the means. 


of their emigration, relying upon the 
Lord in humble faith to accom 
what was impossible for them to do, | ~ 


the ways of the Lord. Compared the | Choir sang, “‘ When shall we all 
opposition arrayed against Christ and | meet again.” Benediction by Elder 
his disciples, with the persecution in- | J. W. Young. 
ficted upon the Church in this the 
RETURNED. 
pa (From the Salt Lake Daily Telegraph, Oct. 26th.) 


Elder Brigham Young, jun., accompanied by Elder A. K. Thurber, of 


Spanish Fork, arrived in the city yesterday afternoon, having 


tedious and perilous journey, both on land and ocean. Elder Young left Liver- 
lon the 19th ult. From the frontiers he was accompanied by Elder A. K. 
urber. They took the Pacific railway at Wyandotte, and came as far as 
Manhattan, 120 miles west, whence they took stage via the Smoky Hill route, 


They were delayed several hours at Grennell’s Station, by some Indian demon=~ 


strations, and eighty miles beyond Denver, encountered the late severe snow- 


storm, during which the snow fell so deep, that the 

walk ahead for miles to keep the animals on the track. 
Elder Thurber left Liverpool on tae steamer 

previous to the departure of Elder —- 

City of Paris, on which Elder Young too 


passengers were obliged 


feared, would be lost. We are all pleased to see their genial faces again among 


Us. 

Elder Young has been absent upwards of two and one-half years. During 
most of this period he has held the Presidency of the European Mission, 
which is represented in a very prosperous condition. . , | 

Elder Thurber has been absent a little over two years, and returns with the 


full approval of his brethren. 


had a somewhat. . 


City of London, a few day=:» 
During a terrific storm at sea, the ~ 
passage, was dismantled, and, it was — 


An American paper states that ‘‘a petrified human hand was lately found in 
red sandstone at Memphis, Tennessee, in a perfect state of preservatien.” 


ispensation of the fulness of times, 


at 
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